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*Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits 
more wicked’ thun himself; aud they ‘ewter in and dwell 
there; andthe last state of that man is worse than the first,’ 
Luke xi. 26. 

The Jews, accused our Lord of casting out 
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 devila through the agency of Beelzebub, the 


prince of devils, This was the same as to charge 
him with being a.confederate of that being ; aud 
their accusativa,. viewed in connection. with the 
spirit ia which it originated, constituted the worst 
crime of which they could be guilty, aud seemed 
to render it imposs,ble for any earthly means to 
soften their hearts... 

But , notwithstandivg the enormity, of , their 
wickedness was great, the Saviour condescended 
to reason with them on this subject, ‘He, know- 
ing their thoughts, said uuto them, every kingdom 
divided against itself is br ought.to desolation; and 
a house divided against a house, falleth, I Sa- 
tan also be divided against himself, how shall his 
kingdom stand? because ye say that Lcast ont 
devils through Beelzebub. And if I by Beelze- 
bub cast out. devils, by whom do your sons cast 
them out t therefore shall they be your judges. 
But if | by the. finger of God. cast out devils, no 
doubt.the kingdom of God is come upon you. 
When aistrvog man armed keepeth his palace, 
his goods are in peace ; but when @ stronger than 
he shall come upon him, and vvercume him, he 
taketh from him all his armor wherein he trusted, 
and divideth his spoils. He that.is not with me 
is against me: and he that gathereth /notrwith 
me seattereth. When the unclean spirit is gone 
out ofa man, he walketh through dry places, 
~seeking rest; and finding none, he saith I will 
return unto my house whence I came out, And 
when he cometh he fiadeth it swept and gar- 
vished. Then goeth he and ‘eketh to him seven 
other spirits more wicked than himself; and they 

enter ia, and dwell there ; and the last state of 
that man is worse than the first.’ 

This discourse of our Lord was occasioned by 
the opposition raised to his benevolent exertions 
én healing an individual who had been afflicted 
with a damb devil. The whole may be under. 
stood by the aid of one fact, which [ will meu- 
tion. Persons afflicted with cerinin diseases were 
thought to be possessed by demons; er certain 
malignant spirits ; and when they were healed, 
it. was supposed that the demon was cast out. In 
the case before us, 1 conclude the man had been 
afflicted with dambness, from some naturalcause, 
and probably, the impediment being removed he 
spake as any other man would speak, under the 
like circumstances, 

Our text relate to the past and then present 
eondition of one, who, after having been divested 
of some infirmity, either physica: or moral, con- 
eluded to take to himself seven other spirits 
worse than those which had formerly afflicted 
him. This conclusion is justified by the fact, 
that the person speaking, is frequently put for 
the person ; and all the circumstances of the case 

ge te prove that such is the sense in which we 
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ttre to take the passage under consideration. But, 
itis notmy preseut, purpose to enter, jato any 
speculations on Demoudlogy, aud TI shall there- 
fore confine my observations to other. and miore, 
important subjects. , 4 

The first and last conditions \of the man spo- 
ken of, are relativeto each othér, and do not am- 
ply, as many have supposed, thatthe first’ wasin 
this life, aie the last in eternity. That idea, thn’ | 
it hag obtainéd credence toa considerable extent 
in the christian church, has. bag little to: sustain 
it asidé from tradition and early impression. For 
if me Wad never been instructed in the mys’ eries 
of that doetring which pains the human heart, 
and rubs the christian of his: fondest ‘hopes, we 
should not suspect that. our Lord spake of any- 
thing that relates to the unseen werld. _ 

The first state of this man is distinguished by 
the circnmstances,of his having.ene unclean spir- 
it... This is eyident from the context. Aind if 
any one should regard this as illustrative of the 
natural state of mankind, we shall be constrained 
to think tolerably well of the human race; since 
it would seem that it is possible fir men to be- 
come seyen times worse than they are by nature 
—consequently they cannot be totally depraved. 

The last state of this man was that.in which 
he concluded to, take to himself seven spirits 
worse than the first,and harbor then’ in the house 
which had been'swept and garsished!>> His suf- 
fering them to enter in and dwell there, coatrihe 
ute; to a deplorable state of things; but there is 
one thing which might be still worse; and‘that 
is, what would have been his condition, if these 
wicked spirits had taken possession; of his sou 
for the endless ages of eternity. But unfortu- 
nately for the theory of our opponeatsytheir ex- 
planations have gone no further thio to-consider 
this deplorable condition of the man as only his 
laston earth; leaving us on debatable ground, 
as to what shall be his condition hereafter. But 
still, his last condition was as much worse than 
the first, as it is. to have seven devils instead of 
one—and that is bad enough. 

This interpretation of the text derives support 
from the following facts—.First ; there appears 
to have been a direct allusion in the text to the 
circumstance’ of his having seven evil ‘spirits, 








when mention is: made of tke last state or con- 
dition-of the man ; and it will bé admitted that all 
this took place imthis world. And the taking to 
himself those spirits, and not the consequences to 
be experienced hereafter, is what rendered his last 
stnte so much worse than the first. And, sec- 
ondly; there is nothing in the text or context to 
justify the popular opinion of tfe extent of the 
evil; and therefore, if for no other reason, we 
ought not to carry our subject beyond the limits 
of time. 

Now, should the question be asked why, was 
the last state of the. man worse than the first— 
our answer is—becanse seven evil spirits are 
worse than.one. . And, lest this should feil of be- 
ing satisfactory, I must. beg your attention to 
what follows. \ And 

1. Our Lord introduced and used the snbject 
under examination, to illastrate and enforce an 
important fact, viz. that a man may be divested 
ofan impare propensity ; be renewed in the spir- 
it of his mind; and be really: improved in «his 
character and afterwards become more.a child 
of hell than hefure. This is, in effect, precisely 
what he told the Pharisees in another place. 
Matt. xxiii. 15. ‘Wo unto you scribes and phar- 
isees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to 





make one proselyte; and when hess made, ye 


make him. two fold wore ,the child of hell tha® 
yourselyes.’. Nor need we go so far back, to find 
cases, of this description, We may have known 
of instances, .in;which those, wha were conver- 
ted frou one errar,,.soon became 'the victims of 
several others, worse. than the, first. And, in- 
deed, this.is no; nacommen, thing; fer when the 
passions ins\ead of the judgment, are operated 
upen, the subject will never be the better for the 
changes though which he is driven by the whirl- 
wind and. the, storm, 

Onr subject teaches us, that merely casting out 
an impure spirit, is but the preparatory step tow- 
ards a genuide reformation. lt isa fact attested: 
by the experience.of every persowof observation 
that converts, who for a season enjoy the renew- 
ing and) cleansing -operations..of divine grace, 
frequently: return to their wallowimg in the mire, 
and take to themselves more evil spiritsthan they 
possessed befure their munds bad been excited. 
We have a, painful. itmstration: of this’ trath ia 
what we have, eften witnessed. And we may 
venture to assume its truth without entering inte 
the detail of proof, 

2. Persous often imagine that they have been 
converted ftom the error of their ways, to: the 
love and service of Gud, and think that they have 
‘got religion,’ when im fict they: have only lost, 
for the time being, aw impure spirit: 

How oftén. have we heard the shouts and hak 
lelujahs of the happy subjects of God's: grace— 
the frenzy of libecty—their strains. of, ;praise— 
their exta!ic. glories—their loud, ‘amens’—when, 
if interrogated, they are, found, entirely unpre- 
pared to give a reason for their hope, or toassigu 
any adequate cause for this supernatural extacy. 
The truth is, that converts are deceived—they 
have only heen delivered of an, evil spirit; and 
they are liable to seek for rest without obtrining 
it ; and finding neve, they will probably return te 
their former practices, and become ten times 
worse than they were before. 

Something more than this must: be done .be- 
fore the subject is radically cured.of his moral 
maladies, Unless the love of God is shed abroad 
in the heart, and hasits legitimate influence upon 
the understanding, there ig no \certainty of, the 
continuance of those extacies, which generally 
follow the expulsionof a devil.. Por many. of the 
moral diseases. of mankind are imaginary—and 
though they often assume the appearance of re- 
alities, are still to be regarded otherwise. . And, 
hence, when any,,of those compl] ints are cured, 
we ought to be careful to. remember that.some+ 
thing more must be done to restore, the patient 
tv perfect soundness of mind. The fever may be 
ailaved—the inflamation may snbside, but sonye- 
thing more must be done to repair an. injured 
constitution, and give it strength, 

Again.—The impure spirit, which, in the first 
instance went outof the man, has been supposed 
to be a fullen angel—the real devil of christians; 
but it is not essential to a good understanding of 
our present subject that we should assent to.such 
an opinion. . The term spirit is frequently used 
in the scriptures ,to,signify doctrine, and some- 
times. wicked proepeusities of the heart. (See 
Ist John, iv. ly ‘Beloved, believe not every 
spirit, buttry, tne, spirits whether they are of God; 
because many false prophets aré gone out, into 
the world.” Ahd James informs. us that,‘when.a 
man is tempted, he. is drawn away of his own 
lusts and enticed.’ 

It may, therefore, be assumed, that the spirit 
which went out of the man, of old, was a predis- 
position or propensity to negleet the great salva. 
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. This, I think, will not be ebjected to; 


tion 
since people generally. complain most loudly of 
the astonishing and alarming indi; of man- 


kind to the interests of their souls. And if this 
should be admitted, it will aid us much in our 
present inquiry, 

{t was not, then, an adversary to the truth, but 
a disposition to disregard it; not a spirit of direct 
& open hostility to Christ, but a inant in- 
clinatien to say—‘Let us tlone what have-we to 
do with thee; we know thee who thou art the 
holy One of God,—this was the spirit that afflic- 
ted the man in his first state. 

The seyen evil spirits including the ene al- 
ready mentioned, may also be regarded as evil 
propensities, engendered in the heart by false 
doctrines, and possessing a degree of malignity 
beyond that which influenced the man while in 
the condition first described. For whenever a 
doctrine 1s believed, and received as a rule of 
conduct, it has an effect; and such effect is ei- 
ther good or bad, according to the doctrine be- 
heved. We cannot gather grapes of thorns, 
nor figs of thistles—a bad tree cannot bring forth 
good fruit—neither can the heart remain pure, 
nor the conduct upright, so long as the doctrines 
which influence us are false or corrupt. 

An illustration of the foregoing facts are fur- 
nished in a modern conversion. The subject, 
in his first state, is indifferent in his feelings tow- 
ards all matters of a religious nature. He may 
have heard of God, but cares httle about him— 
of Christ and him crucified, but cares nothing a- 
bout him nor his exumples—of the gospel, but 
feels no concern about its glories, or its benefits. 
Neither the magnitude of God’s love nor the ful- 
ness of his grace has any important effect upon 
his heart or conduct. 

True, the natural benevolence of his soul may 
have been often brought into active operation by 
the miseries of suffering humanity—he mourns 
with those who mourn; rejoices with those who 
rejoice; and mingles his tears with those of {he 
afflicted ; but, as yet, he is not a live to ‘these 
momentous subjects which concern his present 
and eternal peace. 

But at length, smitten with a sense of the im- 
portance of these things. the spirit of slumber and 
heaviness leaves him,—bhis eyes are open, and he 
sees men as trees walking. He obtains a view of 
the love of God, and his soul is in an exstacy! His 
language then is—*Ofthe bounties of God’s house 
there is enough and to spare.’ He then regards 
all his fellow beings with love and kindness—na- 
tare itself appears to wear # different and more 
delightful aspect ; he thinks, and feels that he 
would as svon be damned hiinself as to have 
ethers damned, inasmuch as all are bound to 
him by the ties of universal love and good will 
towards men. He realizes, that the unclean 
spirit has gone out of him; and for a time he en- 

joys a comfortable hope. 

This, 1 doubt not, has heen the condition of 
many who now heer me. Many of us have no 
doubt felt this glowing of the affections—this 
brightning up of the energies of the soul—this 
renewing of the spirit of our minds. And if so, 

 we'have felt that the spirit of indifference with 
which we had before been afflicted, had been cast 
out by the power of risen and glorified Redeem- 
er. 

But, to return.—Not finding the condition of 
others like his own, and losing sight of the ex- 
ceeding and transcendently glorious grace of God 
as displayed in the gospel, he soon begins to 
doubt the salvation of his fellow beings. This 
justifies the remark, that every new-born soul 
enjoys the comforts of Universalism. The very 
mament when the creature passes from death 
unto. life, the impartial love of God becomes his 
meat and his drink. And if left to pursue its 
owt inelinations the soul: would continue stead- 
fust tithe faith and hope of the gospel. 

The subject of this saving grace finds in his 
heart a warm desire for the conversion, and sul- 
vation of the whole world—he prays for this de- 
sirable result;.and if suffered to go on in this 

work all would be well. But alas! He 
He prays for all—but it is not the pray- 
er of faith. He seeks for rest—he finds none— 
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his fears—and finding no peace, nojoy, no com- 
fort, he is i | to conform his professions 
(his feelings he cannut) to popular opinion; and 
ten to one he becomes the victim of as many de- 
vils as were cast out of Mary Magdalene in days 
of old. 

Perhaps this unfortunate person at first im- 
bibes the opinion, that although his own detiver- 
ance from the power of sin was edtirely a work 
of grace, yet that uther sinners, no worse—con- 
sequently no more worthy of condemnation than 
himself, ure nevertheless the objects of divine 
displeasure. This produces a partial frame of 
mind, and leads directly to a partial course of 
conduct. He at once adopts the wisdom of this 
world, which is directly opposed to what he bad 
before experienced ;. and soon we hear bim say 
that it would be just in God to punish everlast- 
ingly, nine tenths of the human race for his own 
glory. And here we have one evil spirit, worse, 
by far, than the first. ' 

This demon, which has obtained an astonish- 
ing influence inthe hearts of christians, soon 
gives birth to a kindred propensity. Conceiving 
that God hates the wicked, this child of misfor- 
tune and victim. of error, soon indulges a spirit 
of holy hatred towards all whom he thinks are 
hated of God. And this is the second demon 
which enters into the house that had been swept 
and garnished. And well would it be for the 
world of mankind, if this evil spirit could be kept 
from the hearts of professors. But no. Where- 
ever we turn our eyes we behold its ravages. It 
has already assumed the appearance of an angel 
of light, but it rankles in many a heart, and 
gnaws at the root of the affections. 

In intimate connection with the before men- 
tioned evils, is a third—a spirit of cruelty and 
revenge. This soon enters into the heart, and 
takes the place of that love which once warmed 
it—and soon we hear this child of grace declare, 
that ‘if every body goes to heaven he does not 
wish to go there!’ Child of groce, did I say! 
Yes, for once he would sooner have thought of 
being lust himself, than of having others lost; 
but now, alas! he walks about the happiness to be 
derived from beholding the miseries of the damned 
in hell; and tells the world that he is prepared 
to witness the untold torments of suffering in- 
fants, without an unpleasant sensation 

Anticipations like these soon render him in- 
different to the happiness of mankind here on 
earth. While beholding the miseries of the wid- 
ows and fatherless, he pauses to inquire whether 
they have ‘got religion ;’ and if they do not be- 
long to the household of faith, he will ‘pass by 
on the other side,’ and give what he has to be- 
stow, to convert the heathen to his own precious 
faith. This spirit of indifference to the calls of 
suffering humanity, is the worst demon of all, 
for ittakes the bread from the children’s mouths, 
and robs the destitute of their rights. 

Next a spirit of persecution enters the heart, 
and he begins to ‘deal damnation round the land 
on each he deems his foe.’ He reviles the char- 
eters, misrepresents the faith, and neglects the 
persons of those who disagree with him in mat- 
ters of opinion. Indeed if he can gain any par- 
ticular object, he may indulge a lying spirit: 
thinking that the end will justify and sanctify the 
means. This ha¥ been done, and it may again 
be done. 

Next a spirit of pride takes up its abode in the 
heart; and from the fulness of the heart the 
mouth speaketh. He soon begins to thank Goi 
that he-has been converted, and ‘is not like other 
men’—he talks about the popularity of his reli- 
gion—of the antiquity of his creed—of the res- 
pectability of its votaries—of the elegance of the 
house in which he worships—and of the satisfac- 
tion and holy complacency he derives from the 
practice of humility. He is proud of being a 
believer in the seul-humbling doctrine of the 
cross, and expects to be hereafter exalted, as a 
reward fur his present self-abasement. 


Last, as a necessary concomitant «f the pre- 
ceeding, hypocrisy becomes an inmate of his 
heart. Notwithstanding he professes to be will- 
ing to have thousands damned—and professes to 
believe that it is the will of God that they should 





for the desires of his heart are at variance with 


be, he still prays for the salvation of all. And 


and Chronicle. 





a 
while pretending that he is extremely anxious tg, 
save the souls of mankind, declares that God hag. 
the power to save but will not exert it; and that 
he will leave ten thousand times ten sand, . 
abide by the decision of that depravity Which | 
they could not avoid, and sink to une 
wretchedness, for the want of that grace wh 
God alone could bestow. And while this may 
professes to be unwilling to enter heaven with 
other sinners, le would regard this as a perfect 
example of humility and sincerity. This caps the 
climax of his misfortunes, and ends the catalogue 
of spirits which dwell within him. 


From the facts which have been stated it will 


state of a professor of religion, to be werse then 
the first. ‘I'he pride, partiality, hatred, cruelty, 
indifference, malignity and hypocrisy, which are 
of necessity engendered bv the partial system of 
doctrine now propogated in the world, are sp. 
many evil demons—and these are among the 
worst. evils to which the human race is exposed, 
Indeed, I have often thought, that those feelings 
and emotions which flow in a copious, though 
bitter stream from the popular creeds of man+ 
kind, #re productive of more and worse evils 
than all other causes combined. Let them be 
‘cast out’ in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, and 
the world would be restored to perfect health and 
sounduess. 


This brief exposition, imperfect as it may be 


ment. And I will close this discourse with a 
which has been taken of this subject. 

1. Love and charity may be considered as the 
fundamentals of the gospel. As they take their 
rise at the throne of God, and flow through all 
the plan of grace, so they constitute the chief 
end of all that God requires of his creatures. If 
we love the creatures of God, we do, in effect, 
love him, And without this regard for our fellow 
beings, we cannot be said to love our Creator. 
Now this leads us to remark, 

2. That love and charity can only be produced 
by a due sense of the divine and impartial love 
of God. A full conviction of the fact that God 
loves all his children, furnishes permanent rest, 
and enduring, satisfying joy to the soul. But 
any thing short of this, though it may endure for 
a moment, can never yield substantial happinese 
This is the reason why so few, while believing 
enter into rest. They find that the doctrines iu 
which they believe, are hostile to their benevo- 
lent feelings ; and the stronger their faith is, the 
greater is their unhappiness. How important it 
is, therefore, that mankind should know the ‘truth 
that maketh free.’ 

3. Much depends upon the manner ef casting 
out an evil spirit. The Jews, as we have seen, 
accused our Lord of casting out demons by the 
assistance, or in the name of Beelzebub; but he 
declared that such was not the fact. In reply to 
their unfounded accusation he told them, what 
indeed no rational man can dispute, that a king- 
dom divided against itself cannot stand. And 
from the success which had invariably attended 
his efforts, he taught them that he cast out dem- 
ons in the name, aud by the power of God. 

Whenever, therefore, our christian brethren 
attempt to drive. satan from his throne in the 
heart, they should do it in the name and by the 
power of God, atid pot attempt to cast him out 
by the name of Beelzebub or any other devil. 
For all experience proves if they succeed in their 
endeavors te remove av impure spirit by means 
of terror and fear, it will return just as soon as 
the alarming apprehensions of the subject sub- 
side. There is no such thing as driving a man 
into the kingdom of heaven—or if you succeed fn 
driving him in, he will get out again. 

4. It 1s true we honestly believe, that in a ma- 
jority of instances, those who are supposed to 
have experienced a ehange of heart, are no bet 
ter, strictly speaking, than they were before. 
But, by this I do not mean that there gre not 
good people among them; I do not deny that 
they are as good as any others—but I mean that 
they are no better in consequence of meeting with 
a change of heart. ' 





Ido not mention this out of any disrepect tow~ 














































be seen that it is at least possible, for the last 


considered, is susceptible of a profitable improve — 


few remarks which ‘are suggested by the view — 
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yi ards our friends of other denominations—I es- 

*. ‘em them too highly to trifle with their feelings 

 or-sport with their peculiar views; but, still, it 

| does appear. to me, that the direct tendency of 

_ the process of conversion on the plan most ap- 
proms in these days, is to injure, rather than 
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nefit those who experience it. If I am wrong 
in this opinion I shall rejoice to be convinced of 
my egror. 

But it too often happens, that the frenzy of 
modern excitements is prejudicial to the best in- 
terests of religion and destructive of rational pie- 


"ty. Our chief consolation ie,that they cannot con- 


tinue forever. Aad, so far as my own observation 
extends, I think they have done more harm than 


But it may be asked—does not the speaker 


‘shold, with others, to the necessity of a genuine 


conversion? Certainly. But let it be brought 
about by the use of proper means—by those of 
divine appointment. If mankind are totally de-. 
praved—if they are possessed of demons, let 
them be brought to terms by the love of God—in 
the name of Jesus Christ, and not by the fright- 
ful name of Beelzebub, We do not differ essen-' 
tially from onr friends of other denominations, 
relative to the necessity of regeneration, bnt we 
object to their method of bringing it about. They 
have resorted to terror—we think the love of 
God will be more efficacious. Let the good sense 
of community decide which is best. 

These ubservations are submitted with an hum- 
ble desire, that they may be compared with that 
standard of divine truth, by which we must stand 
or fall.—And whether right or wrong, of this we 
may be assured, that investigation will never in- 
jure the cause of gospel truth. 

And should it appear that the pains which 
have been taken to spread the fear of wrath, have 
been worse than useless,—that the fruits of par- 
tial doctrines are detrimental, may we have wis- 
dom to reject them and embrace the truth as it 
is in Jesus Christ our Lord. 





Misapplication of the epithet ‘Liberal Chris- 
tian.’ 

The last Christian Monitor has some excel- 
Tent remarks on this subject, which we transfer 
to our own columns. We are persuaded, says 
the editor, that “there is no epithet more fre- 
quently misapplied at the present day, than 
kiberal christian. Every person, who is op- 
posed to. ‘the orthodox,’ is called and perhaps 
calls himself, a liberal christian. No matter 
what may be the ground of his opposition, 
though it be his dislike of all religious restraints 
ifhe be only opposed to orthodoxy, that is 
enough, many seem to think, to entitle him to 
the name of liberal. 

The cause of truth and righteousness is re- 
tarded more by false pretenders to liberality, 
than by all the undisguised bigots in Christen- 
dom. 

Notwithstanding the frequent misapplication 
of the name, there is such a thing as liberal 
Christianity, and it is the only true Christian- 
ity. The religion of Jesus is essentially liber- 
al. It would have every human mind (female 
no less than male) as much as possible inde- 
pendent of every other human mind. But it by 
no means proposes to free any from the re- 
straints, which truth and the laws of righteous- 
ness must forever impose upon rational and 
moral beings. Far otherwise. It would have 
these restraints more deeply felt, than they ev- 
er yet have been by men in general. This 
purpose it seeks to accomplish by showing the 
individual, the personal responsibility every 
one is under to conform himself tothe will of 
God, so far as it is made known to his own 
mind, A man may not excuse himself for do- 
ing, or thinking wrong, by alleging that the 
community about him do or think so. No one 
may without blante follow the multitude in the 
way of evil. He is bound to be fully persua- 
ded in his own mind, that what he does or what 
he thinksis right. Every one who has never 
heard of Christ, has a law written upon his 
heart, which he is bound to obey. Every one 
who has been made acquainted with Christ, is 








not submit himselfto the dictation of any human 
masters. The Son of God has appointed no 
vicegerents upon earth who are. authorized to 
dictate to his subjects, what are to, believe, 
and what they are to. do. st reveals his 
doctrine to every mind that seeks, under his 
instruction, to become wise unto salvation. He 
has promised to teach all, who come to him in. 
the spirit of learners. _ 

They are liberal minded men who have the 
independence to read, think, and act for them- 
selves; and who encourage all others to do 
likewise. And they are hberal christians whose 
reading and reflection have brought them to 
conform themselves te the precepts and exam- 
ple of Jesus of Nazareth; to be like him pure 
and peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated 
full of mercy and of good fruits, without partial- 
ity and without hypocrisy.””—Jnd, Mess. 


Repository & Chronicle. 
WOODSTOCK, SATURDAY, JANUARY 19, 1833. 


FROM ENGLAND. 

The George Washington, at New-York 
has brought Liseeadl papers to the 24th and 
London to.the 23d November. 

The French army was before Antwerp, and 
had summoned the Citadel to.surrender, giv- 
ing 48 hours for an answer. Nothing could 
be done until the 26th, when the French army 
would be able to throw up their guns. The 
French say they can take the Citadel in ten 
days, but that was not the general opinion. 
Two thirds ofthe inhabitants had left and the 
remainder had filled their tanks with water to 
guard against fire. 

An attempt has been made to assassinate 
the King of France while proceeding to the 
Chambers on horseback. A man from the 
crowd fired a pistol at him but missed his 
mark. He wastakenintocustody. The King 
went to the Chambers, who voted an address 
of congratulation on his escape.—The Queen 
shed tears on learning the assault. 

M. Dupin, the ministerial candidate, has been 
elected President of the French Chamber of Depu- 
ties. - a 

The rebels in China were successful at the last 
dates from Canton, and the government was sending 
on fresh bodies of troops to quell them. 

A girl named Frances Burr, in Patterson, N. J. 
committed suicide, a few days ago, by taking arsen- 
ic, and refused to give any reason to her parents for 
the rash deed. 

The Oriental Bills. have been a great deal scat- 
tered about the country. A number ofthe distrib- 
utors are in the limboes. 

Steam Coaches are pec for the Boston and 
Salem turn-pike—to accommodate from 20 t» 30) 
passengers, and to run from 12 to 17 miles an hour. 

‘rhe Rev. Mr. Avery, who was charged with the 
murder of a young lady in Rhode Island, has been 
before acourt of examination, and after a long in- 
vestigation, in which above seventy witnesses were 
examined, was discharged. 

The Legislature of North Carolina has appropri- 
ated fifty thousand dollars for re-building the State 
House at Raleigh. 


The Bank of the United States has declared a 
semi-annual dividend of three and a half per cent. 

A large meeting of the Union men in Chesterfield 
county, 8. C. held on the 24th of Dec. resolved 
among other things, “that we will not submit to the 
use of force to compel us to bear arms against the 
government of the United States, be the consequen- 
ces what they may; and that in support of this deter- 
mination, we pledge to each other our “lives, our 
fortunes, and our sacred honor.” 

Mr. F. Palmer, of Buffalo, N. ¥. has discovered 
a new method of making horse shoe nails, by which 





one man can manufacture them as fast as fifty can} 


in the usual way. 
Miss M. Tucker, late of Boston, deceased, has be- 


F rrcary $20,000 in trust, for the support of a High | texts. 


chool for Young Ladies. 

The Captain of the Mexican Schooner Montezu- 
ma, taken a few weeks since by the U.S. Schooner 
Grampus, and brought into N. Orleans, has been 
tried for piracy and conyieted.. The other ‘officers 
and crew were acquitted. 


The recent warm weather opened the navigation 





bound to follow him and him only. He may 





of the Hudson, so that Steamboats run from New 
York to Albany. 


A partner in a Scoth Banking-house, who had 
been committing extensive forgeries, sailed from 
Liverpool for New York, Nov. 17, under a fictitious 
name. The necessary information was forwarded 
by the next packet, which sailed the 24th, and ar- 
rived before the other; and the rogue was arrested 
before he had landed from the vessel. 

The Legislature of Virginia is yet debating upon 
the Report ofthe select committee, upon nullification 
and the President’s Proclamation. Many amend- 
ments have been proposed. 

It is confidently stated that Judge Baldwin, of the 
Supreme Court, has become insane, andis now con- 
fined in a Lunatic Hospital, at Pittsburg, Pa. 

While a party of workmen were engaged in stri 

ing a bank of coal, a few day ago, at Mauch Chunk, 
Ba. it suddenly gave way, and killed foar, and woun- 
ded two or three persons. 

Mr. ‘Tazewell, late Senator from Va. is writing: 
a long review of the President’s Proclamation. 

A Leeds paper says, that Gen. Chasse, the Dutch 
lubber who commands the citadel of Antwerp, is a 
grandson of Paul Jones. 

The N. Y¥. Commercial says, “that great dissatis- 
faction exists respecting the operation of the law of 
last year, abolishing imprisonment for debt, and that 
public meetings have been held in several counties, 
praying for its essential modification or total repeal. 

Sir John Leslie, a distinguished philosopher, late- 
ly died at his seat, near Largo, in Fifeshire, Scotland. 

The salary of the Chief Justice’ of the English 
Court of King’s Bench, has lately been reduced to 
about $40,000 per annum. 

A splendid steamboat is building at Pittsburg. 
called the Mediterranean. The deck is 193 feet 
long and 60 wide. A gallery is built aft, enclosed 
by folding sashes of glass, in which is suspended a 
swing for the recreation of the ladies. The engine 
is of 320 horse power. 

The “Private ten a Rear Admiral Sir George 
Cockburn, kept on board his Brittainic Majesty’s 
Ship Northumberland, which in 1815, carried out 
the Emperor of the French to St. Helena,” is in the 
press at Boston. 

John Randolph has denounced the Presidents Pro- 
clamation, in a public address at Charlotte Court- 
house, Va. 

The midshipman who was lately wounded in the 
Rhode-Island duel, has had to submit to the amputa- 
tion of a leg. Good. 

A Mr. Cole, of Boston, an engraver, was lately 
knocked down and stabbed on the face by a couple 
of raffians, while crossing the Common about ten 
o'clock in the evening. On calling for help, the ras- 
cals seized Mr. C’s hat and cloak, andescaped. He 


is in a dangerous situation. 

Gov. Lincoln of Massachusets, 
a candidate for re-elect on. 

A,Mrs. Smith, of Rutland hang herself a few days 
since—supposed to have been in a state of derange- 
ment. 

It is said that Gen. Green cannot survive the 
wounds inflicted by Gen. Blair, in his last assault. 

Itis stated that Gen. Porter has concluded a treat- 
ywith Turkey, on terms more favorable than those 
of any other nation. 

Tue New Conoress.—The Richmond En- 
quirer says —‘‘We understand that the Presi- 
dent is prepared to call the new Congress to- 
gether early in the year.” 


has declined being 





MARRIED, 

In Chester, on New Year’s day, by Rev. W. Skinner, 
Maj, JonatHan W. Brewer, or Hartwich, to Mrs. 
Juxia G, Coox, of Chester. 

Also, Mr. Dantex Hesse.ton, of Cavendish, to Mis« 
Harrier CHanpter, of Chester. 

At the Episcopal Church in Perkinsville, on the 9th inst. 
by Rev. Mr. Barker, Francis K. Nicuoxs, . te 
Miss Frances M. Bornron, all of Weathersfield. 


DIED. 
In Hartland Nov. 20. of Canker-rash, Charity M 
Daughter of Mr Ward Cotton, agd. 5 years and 4 months 
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Original Commun 
Vor the: Watelinian. ~ 
_ TEMPERANCE. 
“The duty of young men. 

That success in bavishing intemperance from 
human society, which has been, and still is the 
cause ofso much crime aud misery, depends 
entirely upon the characters formed, and ‘hab- 
its imbibed by the rising, generation, is a fact, 
most obvi . This being on. all, hands conce- 
ded, we beg the attention ef our: young friends, 
while one of their numbershall attempt 'to point 
out the duty, which we owe. to ourselves and so- 
ciety. ’ iF 

We fear, there is too little attention’ paid to 
the formation of correct Habits'in all resp:cts, 
by the generality of young wién—there ‘is not 
that zeal for the forniition of virtuous habits, re- 
fined and ndéble feelings, pure and elvated affec- 
tions and'desires. But it 1s net, our objeet. to 
range the wide field which is here open before 
us, but to confine ourselves to, the, particular 

‘ VSL fy! SS ee o 
subject of temperance. It isa. well established 
trath, that no person in the commencement of 
life, inten }s te become a drunkard. Every one! 
abominates such a ‘character. And even he 
whom every judicions person knows, is fast ap- 
proaching the vurtex of disepatioty; dispises such 
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over any reflecting mind. - Bot why,’ we may 
enquire, does any one offer éxcnses for such in- 


_| dalgerice ?) Does it not eviice thnt ‘the person 


Who frames them is conscious he is ving rong? 
*hd prove to demunstation; that the grand se- 
érét with him is, that he loves hiseup 

My young friends will pardon me, if T point 
out some precautions neecessary for as to use, if 
we would avoid this rock, on which so ‘many of 
our fellow men have split. 

If we would avoid these dangers, we must a- 
void those resorts, whén these fatal potatious 
freely'cireulate, und these companions whe will 
congregzate for such vile purposes. If we asso- 
ciate, im their hantits, with those who liabitually 
indulge in this or any other vice, the probubility 
18, that we shall be indaeed to participate with 
them,—the fear of being reguarded singular, or 
unwarrantably tenacious of our moral charac- 
ters—feighing a deal Gf piety and” concientiots- 
ness and scrupulisity—tie jeefs of the disolute 


may. gompel usy much against our inclinations, 
tobe partakers in their gins. Ard whet we 
have once transcended virtues limitation, it is 
not’an evsy inatter'té retrace our steps! Then 


it is'that we find onrselvesin a rond thatis down 
wards—where we “are harried onward ‘to’ the 





guiph of perdition, with a rapid, bit to dursélves 
imperceptible step.’ Hence, Fwould entrent my 


a character, and thinks there is no danger—be | young trivnds, by all that is dear.—health, re- 


intends not to become sucht pitiablé and pesti- 
lential character. But alas! insanity hag seized 
upon him,—he is hastening down’ to de. traction 
with a fearfel impetuosity. But deluded mortal! 
ne ts insénsible of it until he is launched into 
the rapid current beyoud his. power, to return, 
and beholds the yawning gulph below, into. which 
he knows, he must soon be plunged. .Intem- 
perance is one of the most insiduous of destroy- 
ers. While it isisneking his heart’s bivwd its 
victim, iz lulledto sleep by the siren song of 
peace, peace—there. is no danger—I can : gov- 
ern myself—Lknow when | have drank. enough. 

This being the fact, is not the duty ef ‘young 
men most obvious? Does not every young peér- 
40n most plainly. perceive where’ their danger 
lies !—that it lies in siping the occasional sécial 

glass? Theuwhatis the daty of young men? 
Is it not most obviously, that of avoiding even 
the appearance of this evil? If men are thus 
insiduously stabbed to the heart, should We not 
be aware how we sip the poison 7... How impor- 
tant then, that we should reject the. falsely call- 
ed, social glass—cast the insidigus destroyer 
from us—dash the deadly cup: from. our ‘lips, 
and never mpre.raise it to them. Will net all 
young men join me, in banishing this deadly. foe 
to our peace and happiness, our)characters, rep- 
utition and usefulness? 1 feel confident; that 
all young men of well trained ‘and disserning 
‘minds, will unite with me in the opinion, that 
our safety lies in entireiy abstaining from the 
use of ardent spirits at all timeés,’and on all oc- 
cagio)s. 

But it may be enquired, what harm is there 
in drinking one glass, if the person never gets 
intoxicated? “In reply, 1 do.admit there is no 
more harm in the simpleact of driakingone glass 
ofthis fluid, than avy others But that there is 
harm in doing it, 1 most religiously believe, and 
that harm cousiéts in ‘its tendency to produce 
mischief and misery in society. -'The criminal- 
ity of the practice is two-fold, Ist. It contri- 
butes to the continuation of thé traffic in this 
destructive article, and thys enabling the de- 
graded and beastly to obiain this, poison; and 
placing the temptation before the unwary, If 
the temperate w ould quite the use of spirits, 
believe, we shinld find but few who would keep 
it for sale, as all merchants Know fill well, that 
theeustom of drunkards, is hat very. profitable. 

2d. Its direct tendency isto the read. of -in- 
temperance. The person who indulges in the 
occasional dram, is treading on ‘darigerous 
ground —he is-setting his face towatd a forbid- 
en path. 

But these facts aze too plain to need ilustra- 
tier. But still we: frequently hear many ex- 
cuses ofiéred for continuing to sip this poison, 
which i( is not neressaty for me to. notice, us 
they are ‘00 futile to exert the Jeast isflye wee 











spectability, the tents of kind friends, the @ntrea- 
ties of a fond mother, the hopes of att indulgent 
father and the gbod of society, to beware of as- 
sembling. withthe throng of temperate drinkers, 
and siping the seducing cup. 

Beware ofithe destroyer, before he has you in 
in his vulter fangs, and is hastenmg you to the 
guiphof infany undwretchedness, ‘Taste not 
of the infatuating graught, lest you' become a 
burthen to,yeur friends, a pest to society, anda 
curse to yourselyes." Let us all rest acsured, 
that the occasional participation this poison, is 
the entrance to the’ road tw infany and misery. 
Therefore, mry young friends, be persuaded to 
consider well your ways—learn wisdom: from 
the examples sat before you of destruction and 
misery, and direct your feet into the ways of 
virtae and piety, whichis alone the prth of peace 
and happiness. ALETHEIA. 





For the Watchiman. 
Forgiveness. 
Mr. Eprror,— 

Having a leisure day from the toils and cares 
of the schwol room, I have employed a few mo- 
ments in sketching my thoughtsupon the con- 
tested subject of forgiveness of sin, as taught by 
our Saviour. tis well known by the readers of 
the Watchman that.the believers in endless mis- 
ery generally contend, that Christ died to take 
away merited punisliment from guilty. sinners. 
It ia likewise known, that Universalists, as a body. 
deny that the seriptures teach this doctrine, and 
maintain that God “will by no meéaus clear ‘the 
guilty,” but will “reward every man according 
to his works.” Yet some objections appear to 
rise against this opinion. If it be a fact that 
every person receives a full pnnishment. for his 
sins, then the question is asked, and I must think 
wi'h propriety, how does Christ forgive them? 
If my neighbor owes me fifty dollars he is uo- 
der an obhgation to. me, te pay thie sum. If] 
see fit, however, I can forgive the debt; i. e.1 
can di.charge him from the payment, and take 
the loss thereof upon myself. 1 confer a favour 
upon that nian by the act. But.if he comes for- 
ward and pays the debt, and discharges all the 
demands which I have against him, and I give 
him his note, with a receipt shewing that I am 
fully compensated, where is the forgiveness’ 
What havel to forgive? Heis then free from 
me, and I may, with asmueb propriety, talk of 
forgiving an inhabitant of Sature as this mon, 
aceording to the general .aceeptation of the 
term. Here was a stumbling block in my way. 
I know the wise man of Israel said, “‘the righte- 
ous shall be recompensed. in the earth; much 
more the wicked and the sinners.” 1 know we 
were informed. that ‘God would by no means 
Gear the guilty.” In short I was conscious, that 
there was abundant proof within the Jids of the 





Bible, in favor of the dogtrine, as held by Univer. 





sa'ists generally. | Bat the system had aaa 
and strong ones. How did Chrsit forgive tres- 7 
passes? Did he take away merned’ ponishnient 
fronythe nffender? I thought’ not! T° éonsulé 
tedtheseriptures fora remedy, and (as I'thou 


found one, in oor Lords prayer, as seiraed th 


ave 















lowing. “Forgive us our debts,'as we forgive our 
debtors.” I recolleet of no other place Where 
Obrist bas defined what he meant by forgiveness, 
Now how do we forgive our debtors? What ® 
was the sentiment which Jesus ‘meant to incall — 
cate? As this prayer'waes intended for univers — 
sal application, the sentiment ‘was intended ‘for 
the same, 
pinion, that every creditor was to receive all 
that was due him, to his debtors? “Is itso ‘an- 
derstood at'the present day? Ifany ‘man will 
arime this construction, let Ais debtors’ put: his 
faith to the test,:and see how long it will stand. 
In fact no pers on considers: that idea; as his 
meaning, ard if that be not bis views, there’ is 
evidently a sense, in whieh a creditor forgives & 
debtor, although the lntter may have discharged - 
all obligations which he might have been under 
to the former. ‘True; it is difficult to” satisfy 
ourselves. of the: propriety of the expression, 
when used jn this manner. ‘Yet, ‘that Christ 
wished to be understood in this sense, is, Pthiak, 


quite evident. And ifunderstood'so here, is it 


unfair to infer that this 1s-his meaning generally, 
when’ he uses the term? Certainly not. Be- 


delity: 

I do not wish to have these few’ hints, consid- 
ered, as embracing the whole ground. I only. 
advert to the snbject, for the’ purpose of obtain- 
inga more full view of the same, from some 
more experienced and talented person than my- 
self. I!some one of the editors,or of the numer- 
ous and able correspondents of the Watchman 
would give that portion of the Prayer, which I 
have quoted a thorough examination, in order to 
ascertain its true meaning, aud publish it to the 
world, they would confer a fuvour on the cause 
of truth and greatly oblige, W. T. B. 

Shoreham Vt. Jan. 5. 1633. 


From the Universalist. 
From my Diary. 

We see distress, disappointment and sorrow, 
in almost every department of human Society. 
We behold, thousands and tens of thousands 
whose condition in the world is far from being 
a happy one. .Look where we will, we are but 
spectators of suffering humanity. Thére goes 
the bloated victim of intempe:ance—his health, 
his repujation, his property, his honour and hap- 
piaess, all gone. ‘There sits the Jonly widowyim 
the midst of her fatherless. children, dependant 
on the charity of a frigid world, for food and rai- 
ment. Whatsadness dwells on ber countenanee, 
as she resolves in her, thoughts the desolation 
which Heaven bas sent upon her. Herselfa 
widow—her children dearer than self, father 
less !—There goes the pale and disconsolate vie- 
tim of superstition. His religion, instead of, 
lightning up his soul with holy joy, is the. instre-, 
ment of the keenest anguish and deepest. sorrow. 
He views the majority of his race destined, im 
the secret purpose of God to a world of hopeless 
wo; and their antisipated. sufferings distroys hie 
peace of mind, and the best pleasure.of life, 
That he is unhappy, his apperance atthe house, 
of devotion, in the social circle or in the, streets, . 
bears testimony. He walksthe path of life with, 
a fultering step, anda sad heart. is fears bal, 
ance his hopes, and al times completely over- 
power him, While all around hims, life, and 
light, and joy—he is dejected,, the subject of 
cea:eless disquietude and sorrow. 

When, therefore, we behold the sonsand 
daughters of affliction, we naturally partake of 
their distress. We are prompted bya feeling 
of sympathy to enquire. for the eause of the 
wretchedners which we see, and to do what we 
can to relieve it. _Mapy,no doubt, mouro over 
events which they ¢annot, comprehend,-—they 
mre always in a. because they have no eon, 





fidence in God, Like ihe wo disciples when 


Mat! V4. 9—13th verses. Therewe find ‘tlie A) | 


Did Jesus wish to’ inculcate thé oF ‘ 


sides, with this explanation, we free the word : 
fromthe charge of self-contradiction, and thie) — 
wresta powerful weapon from the hund of Tafi- 
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nga their way to Emimitus+they walk and are 
gid. “Now, what is the cause of that dejection 
ch is seen it the professed fullowers of Crist? 
is the gospel a theme of sorrow t Do its prin 
va engender fear and despair? Are the ti- 
dings which it proclaims unwelcome to the 
mind? . And are the views. which it gives of God 
‘and the destiny of man of such a character, as 
‘to fill the heart, with shuddering and horror? 
This cannot be: for the gospel is the glad news 
of salvation which shall be unto all people. It 
is on earth peace—and in believing it, the heart 
rejoices with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

‘The gloom and dejection which we discover 
in the professed’ followers of Christ, are not in- 
spied by, the contents of the gospel; but by other 
things—and which constitute no part of pure re- 
ligion, What things? I answer—evoncerning 
the character of God, the purposes of his grace, 
and. the mission of his son. On these great .top- 
ies, so, vital to the hopes.and happiness. of man- 


kind, people have indulged mistaken opinions. 
The wretchedness occasioned by fulse . religious 


sentiments is inconceivably great. It attends 
every fleeting mogent of life, poisons, every 
source of pleasure, gives poignancy to every af- 
fliction, and follow its, victims to. that cold and 
silent abode, ‘where the wicked cease from 
troubling and. the weary be atrest.”— 

This is the condition of a large portion of our 
race. It will be understood that 1 speak now.in 
relation to the christian world—to those whu 
profess the christian: system... ‘They believe. in 
‘God as the Creator «/ all things and sovereign 
of the universe; but alas! they circumscribe the. 
ocean of his love, and fix.limits to his grace and 
salvation. Such people are unhappy. As they 
walk the path of lifey and think upon the destiny 
or what they imagine the destiny of man, they 
sink under the burdew of their fears, and yield 
themselves up to repining “and sorrow. | Nor 
does the idea’ that God is a Sovereign, and bas 
aright thusto dispose of his creatures, afford 
them a single ray of comfort; for they know that 
God’s' power is adequate to the salvation of eve- 
ry soul; and knowing this they cannot be recon- 
ciled tu the endless duration of sin'and misery! 
Itis'my deliberate and solemn conviction, that 
there is not a believer in endless buman suffering 
on earth, who is or can be satisfied, with the char- 
acter and disposition which he ascribes to God! 
They do and must feel, that were they in God’s 
stead, and could they command his recourses 
they would save every sol. 

It is & question in my mind whether there are 
any rational beings on earth, who have not, at 
times felt it possible with God to save all man- 
kind. That all desire such an event there can 
be no doubt. Itisa hope which is universal; 
a desire implanted in every human bosom; an 
Bigotion which will kindle in every heart, till 
things in heayen, earth, and under the earth, are 
seconciled to the Father of mercies, and God 
is all and in all. 

O, how disconsolate must that man be, who 
has lost the hope of heaven for all mankind! 
Take fromus this hope, so rich in bliss—in in- 
fluence so divine, and you leave me desolate. 
Then, with the Poet I could truly say— 

‘Oh ! nothing new can please me: 
Darkness and solitude, and sighs, and teare, 
Aud all the inseperable train of grief, 
Attend my steps forever.’ 

When. o when, will the minds of a dieconso- 
late world be opened to the truths of the ever- 
lasting gospel? When will this moral, wilder- 
ness. rejvice, and the solitary place be glad? 
When will the tears of the mourner, and the 
groans of she prisoner cease, and the hosannas of 
the redeemed float on every breeze of heaveu!? 

J. He Bs 


The Doctrine of Chance~-- Unreasonable. 

Of all’ the unreasonable doctrines pretended te 
be based npn reason, the doctrine of chance may 
wéll be said’to take the lead; and we wonder 
somatimes, at the infatuation of those men of 
Astience’ who attempt to maintain it. According 
to the doctrines of specalative Atheism, the world 
was formod by chance and chance peopled it, Bur 
if chance made the world, foes chance take care 
of it, and Keep it in order? Jt has been ascer- 
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tained hat in the earth's. revolution’ rout 
sun, she travels 600 millions of miles ;: but in all 
her journies for tt ds of years, she has nev- 
ér been known to lose a-single mmute! Is not 
this'\a most’ wonderful chanec 1 The sun rises 
regularly every day, and by his genial rays warms 
and iasigebanseltes-chesha calchianeaarboun 
of man. ‘But why+has it. not chanced not to rise? 
Why does pot the world chance to stand still 
few years, and keep ws in the darkness and cold 
of'a Lapland winter, till all the riverand seas in 
the universe ar. frozen solid t and alb living erea- 
turesyare benumbed into so many statues? This 
would be a sad chance indsed;' yew for aught we 
can see,’ it is as likely to happeny as it is true 
that the earth was created, peopled, and is new 
kept in its orbit by chance. The truthis, chance, 
like eeho, is often heard of, but never ‘seen, 80 as 
to be fully understood; and until the atheistical 
wiseacres of the ‘present dvy do understand, and 


canfully éxplainit, we advise them to “hold their 
peace” and save their eredit. 


© There are five reasons, Archibishop Tillotson 
very justly observed, why speculative Atheistn, 
of the doetrine of chince, is unreasonabie. 

1. “Because it gives no tolerable account of 
the .existence of the world. 2. It does not give 
any réasonable account of the.universal consent 
of mavkind in his apprehension, that there is.a 
God, 2. It requires more evidence for things 
than they are capable of giving. 4, The atheist 
pretends to know that which no man can know, 
5, Atheism contradicts itself.” UWuder the first 
of these he thus argues, 

“Tl appeal.to any.man of reason whether any 
thing can be more unreasonable than obstinately 
to impute an effect to chance, which, carries in the 
very face oft all.the arguments and characters 
of a wise design and contrivance. Was ever any 
considerable work, in which there. was required 
a great yariety of parts, and a :egular and »rder- 
ly disposition of those parts, done by chance ? 
Will chanee fit. means to ends, and that in ten 
thousand instances, and not fail in any one 1 How 
often might a man, afier he had jumbled a set of 
lettersin a bag, fling them upon the ground, be- 
fore they would fall inte an exact. poem ; yea, or 
so much as make a good discourse in prove 1, And 
may nota little book be aseasily made by chance 
as the great volumn of the world? How long 
might a man be in sprinkling ‘colors upon can- 
vass with a careless hand, before they would hap- 
pen to make the exact picture of a man? And 
is a man easier made by chance than his picture ? 
How long miglt twenty thousand blind men, 
who should be sent out from several remote parts 
of England, wander up and down before they 
would all meet upon Silisbury p'ain, and fall in- 
to rank and file in the exact order of an army? 
And yet, this is much more easy to be imagined 
than how the innumerable blind parts of matter 
should rendezvous themselves. into a world. A 
man that sees Henry the Seventh’s chapel at 
Westminister, might with as good reason main- 
tain (yea, with mnch better, considering the vast 
difference betwixt that little structure and the 
hugé fabric of the world,) that it was never con- 
trived or built by any means, but that the stones 
did by chance grow into those curious figures in- 
to which they seem to have been cut and graven; 
and that upon a time (as tales usually begin) the 
materials of that building, the stone, mortar, 
timber, iron, lead and glass, happily met togeth- 
er, and véry fortanately ranged themselves. into 
that delicate, order in which we see them now, 
so closely compacted, that it must ke a very 
gréat chance that parts them again. What would 
the world think of a man that should advance 
such an opision as this, and write a book for it 7 
if they would do him right, they ought to look 





ve or history, to countenance so monstrous : 
apposition ? 








id the | make it more apparent. And yet, theve shanétul 


upon hiny as mad; but yet with a little more 
reason than any man can haye to say, that the 
world was made by chance, or that the first man 
grew'up out of the earth as plants do new. For, 
‘an any thing be more ridiculotis, and against 
ill reason, than to ascribe the production of men 
io the first fmiitfulness of the earth, without so 
ouch as one instrament and, experiment, in any 


The thing is, at first sight, so 
gross and palpable, that "0 discourse about jt ean 





beggars of principles whe give this precarious ae- 
count of the original of this assume to them- 
selves'to be the men of reason, the great wits of 
the world, the only cautious and wary persons 
that hate to be imposed upon, that must have 
convinemg evidence for every thing, and can ad- 
mit-of nothing without elear’ demonstratiow of 
its” | Ind. Messenger. 
CHARITY. |, ; 
Charity is the bond of perfectness,—without 
it, however correct and strong may be onr faith, 
however lively and consvling our hope,—witbout 
it, we are nothing ; we become as sounding brass 
or, a tinkling symbal—offensively noisy and dis- 
agreeable, There is no one virtue more strong- 
ly enjvined, in Seripture, and we have some 
times thought—as we have. witnessed the con- 
duct of professors,—that there was no one more 
‘neglected by Christians.. And yet, all. acknowl 
edge the fact, that charity,is enjoined asa paras 
mount affection and duty, und most ate Joud im 
urging the exercise of it upon their opponents. 
Would it not, be well. for us.all to examine our 
own hearts and to inspect our own ovnduct? 
Do we profess to be Christians—aud especially 
liberal Christinas? If we do not exercis a gener- 
ous and timely charity whieh snffereth long and 
is kind, which is net easily, provoked. but, en- 
dureth «ll things, we, may . know assuredly; that 
we are not Chiistians—that we are “liars and 
the truth is not. in us.” 

Some people seem to forget that there is such 
ajthing as charity due tawards these whose. o- 
pinions differ.from theirewn, and appear to fla 
ter themzelves that.they have done enough if 
they: exercise a kind regard towards those whe 
subscribe to,the same creed. But. there is; no 
charity in being indu’gent toone who is altogeth-- 
er like unto ourselves... This virtue.can be ex- 
ercised only towards a different description of 
people, _ Lt is one_of the mest natural. things, in 
the world, that we should loye.our own kindred. 
and those by whom we are beleved. To do 
this is so instinctive as hardly te claim the name 
of virtue. _ It requires no effort, no self denial, 
no sacrifice, , But to bapehariianle towards our 
evemies 5 to treat with a kind spirit and be- 
nevolent conduct, thuse whe oppose us, or those 
whom we deem erroneous, requires a high effort 
und deserves a peculiar praise. 

Especially in a fraternity where there are dif 
ferences of opinion, is charity necessary to pre- 
serve the unity of the spirit inthe bonds of peace 
—an object which no one can innocently over- 
look or disregard. “The end of the command- 
ment is chari'y, out of 2 pure heart.” Let us 
never complain of the want of religion in others, 
as long as we evince a want of charity in our 
feelings and treatment towards them on account 
of a difference of opinion. C, Int. 











Divine Government. 
The following extract we commend to the careful 
perusal of our readers. It exhibits the divine Govern- 
ment in a light, whichif only realized, cannot fail of im- 
parting comfort and consolation to those who mourn, and 
reconcile the mind to all the allotments of divine prov 
deace. 


A great part of animal-enjoyment depends up- 
on what we are aceustomed to consider as litthe 
things, A great number of little things, partie- 
ularly if thev often recur, become of greater im- 
portanee thaw any single event, howeaser vast or 
momentous; they produce, taken together, a 
larger sum of enjoyment, and there seems ne 
possible way of taking care of this: collective 
sum, bat by taking care of particular events, 
And, indeed, the superintendence of minute e& 
vents implies as much dignity asthe superin~ 
tendence of great eveuts, and our admiration is 


a intelligence, which, while it directs the most. 
grand and mighty movements, overlooks not the 
most insignificannt coneern capable of affecting 
the ultimate result. That superintendence 
which extends its care to the Jeast obvious cir- 
cumstance, no less than to the most striking, is 
1 | certainly more perfect than that which regards 
only sueb’ events, as po intelligent being could 
possibly overlook, © 








never more excited than when we contemplate: 
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ly unenlightened and imperfect. 


capable of exerting his power. 
dence of ail the events in the universe, therefore, 


can be attended with no more trouble to him 
than the superintedence of any single event. The 
whole of possibility mast at all times be equally 
easy to the Being who possesses infinite power. 
We have therefore abundant reason to rest in 
the delightful assurance, that of every event which 
takes place, all the care is taken, which perfeet 
wisdom can dictute, and infinit goodness requite : 
that‘all its consequences are foreseen and con- 
sidered; that its time, its place, its measure, its 
duration, are all appointed by him who first set 
in motion the complicated and mighty wheels 
which bring it round. 
Ofthis sublime truth, which nothing but its 
greatness can lead us to doubt, we may be fur- 
ther assured, by the consideration of the rela- 
tion which the Creator necessarily bears to his 
creatures. He is not merely their Creator. By 
the very fact of creation, he unites himself to 
them by a tie, but feebly represented by that 
which binds a parent to his child. He is their 
Father in a much more near and real sense 
than any human parent is the father of his off- 
spring, and the best feelings of earthly parents 
must be exceeded by his in the degree in which 
he is more perfect than they. Yet a good fath- 
er lives but to labor for the welfare of his family. 
A tender mother, while she presses her child to 
her bosom, anxiously considers how she may 
best avail herself of the situation in which she 
is placed to advance its happiness; wishes she 
had the command of circumstances, and could 
prevent the occurrence of every event capable of 
endangeringits virtue and enjoyment. 

This power, so vainly desired by human_pa- 
rents, is possessed by the Universal Parent, and 
is it possible to believe that he will not exert it 
for the welfare of his offing? With unerring 
wisdom and undoubted goodness,must he not feel 
towards them in the best manner; and since no 
power in the universe is capable of controlling 
his will, musthe not at all times act towards 
them as these feelings dictate ? 

No other censideration surely can be necessa- 
ry to make every intelligeut being satisfied with 
his Jot, and resigned to the dispensations which 
befal him. Many of the events of life, it is true, 
are deeply affiictive. Often our enjoyments 
seem given us but to be removed, and even the 
most secure, we hold by an uncertain tenure. 
The inequalities in health; in the duration of 
life ; in the distribution of property; the preva- 
lence of natural and moral evil in their thousand 
shapes, sometimes press with such severity up- 
on the mind, as to create even in the most pious 
and confiding, a doubt whether a Being of per- 
fect benevolence be indeed seated at the helm 
of affairs. Our very hearts die within us when 
sickness and death assailg our beloved friends. 
When the heart on which our image was en- 
graven, and which beat with generous affection 
for us, is insensible and cold; when in that dark 
and narrow bed, from which they cannot arise, 
sleep a father, a wife, a child, a friend, we feel 
a sorrow which refuses to be comforted. We 
dwell upon their excellences with a mournful 
pleasure. We think of the happy hours we 
have spent in their society, hours neverto return, 
with a feeling which nearly approaches to de- 
spair. That they are no more; that they have 
ceased to think, to feel, to act, at least for us; 
that, thateye which used to gladden at our ap- 
proach is dark, and can no more beam upon us 
with tenderness and love ; that those lips 
which have enlightened us with the counsels of 
wisdom, or soothed our souls with the accents 
of hallowed’ and virtuous affection, are silent 
forever, no more to solace us in sorrow ; no mere 
to excite or to heighten our pleasure ; while these 
thoughts press upon the mind, (and on the loss 
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saotly press 
tendence of events, from the minutest circum- : 
stance which is capable of exciting sensation, up 
to those mighty movements which affect the con- 
dition of worlds, must be attended with perplex- 
ity to the Deity, originates in conceptions equal- 
e is at all 
times present every where, and every where is 
The superinten- 


nsien that this constant superni- 
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it, sinking it to the dust,) the 
universe isa blank to us. No longer do we 
discover any traces of that supreme and unchan- 
ging goudnees which we bad been accustomed 
to contemplate with delight. But even in these 
moments of saduess we must be unjgst to our- 
selves, Be to the Author of our. merejes, if we 
are not soon revived by the consciousness of be- 
nevolence, to which the severity of anguish may 
for a while have made us insensible. The pri- 
vation of our friends, afflictive as it is, is never 
without benefit to us. It is then we feel that we 
are born for immorwality ; thatthe world is not 
our home; that we are travelling to a fairer 
clime ; it is then that we enter into religion, and 
feel its genuine spirit. The same happy effects 
are often produced by sickness, and to the nat- 
ural and moral disorders which prevail, we owe 
the production and the growth of the highest ex- 
cellences of our nature. Ina word, an atten- 
tive consideration of what are termed the evils 
of life, enables us to discover so much of the 

truest benevolence in many of them, as may well 
induce usto bear with resignation those whose 
design we cannot se fully comprehend, until it 

shall please our heavenly Father to give us clear- 
er light and stronger vision. 

It is true, that the we suffer, and, indéed, that 

the general train of events, is the result of laws 

which we cannot without absurdity suppose the 

Deity'to be continuelly ghanging aud suspending, 

for the benefit of individuals. Neither does any 

rational believer in a providence maintain such 

an opinion. It is not necessary to his argument 

to suppose, that these general laws have never 

once been suspended, From a conviction that 

he has evidence of the fact, he may believe, 

that on some occasions of supreme importance 

they have been suspended; but the great argu- 
ment for the doctrine of a providence would 
remain just the same, even though it could be 
demonstrated, that the laws by which the uni- 
verse is governed, have operated with undevi- 

ating regularity from the beginning. For who- 
ever believes that these general Jaws were ap- 
pointed by a Being of infinite wisdom and 

goodness, must admit that he foresaw all the 
consequences which would result from their 
operation, in every instant of time and to every 

individual. If, therefore. when he appointed 

them, he foaesawghat they would give rise to 
any event inconsistent with perfect benevo- 
lence, he would have so modified them, as 
effectually to have prevented its occurrence; 

or he would have provided for its counteraction 

by the operation of secondary causes. Wheth- 

erthe Deity govern the univers by such an 
original adjustment as secures, with undevia- 

ting order, the occurrence of every thing in its 

proper season, place and manner, according to 

the plan which wisdom and goodness have or- 








verse, in every particular circumstances. ang 


in every instant of time, are under the wisest 
and the best direction:— Smith on Diaine Gop. 
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Woodstock, January 19, 1833, 

Bic. W, Sldouee appets t» penset: a Benndon, ness. bt 
ret and @ leeture at Castleton, on the Monday evening 
following. (21at inst. ) . ae 

Prayer--=its design. b 

It appears to us, that the design of prayer is much mis 
taken by the great body ef mankind. The greater part 
of men, seem to suppose, that the design of prayer is, to 
induce the Deity to do something for as, which he weuld 
not, but for our praying for it. Hence, we hear persons 
inquire, ‘ifour prayers do aot influence the Deity tedo 
something for us, which he would not do, if we did sot 
pray for it, what ie the use in our praying” Such is'the 
language which we not untrequently hear, even fron 
professing Christians! 

Such language as this, it seems to us, betrays a very 

great want of information in relation to the character of 
God and his government, and an gpardonable ignorance 

ofthe scriptures. The idea carried on the very face of 
such language, is of the most low and grovelling charec- 

ter. It is altogether unlike the lofty and sublime ideas 

inspired by the language of scripture in regard to the 
character and guvernment of our common Father. Such 

views of prayer, represent Jehovah as having no design 

in his affairs,—no fixed purpose in relation to the affairs 
of the world, butis influenced to do this, that, or the oth. 
er, by the intreaties of those, who are so ignorant, that 
they donot know what is for their own good, even in’ 
one instance, We may imagine what we suppose would 
he for our own good, but we do not know, but tha, in- 
stead of being for our good, it might be the greatest 
curse. This is not unfrequently demonstrated by cit- 
cumstances which transpire in human society. 

The popular view of the design of prayer, seems to us, 
to represent the Deity like some foolish parents, who are 
induced to do what their children desire, to escape from 
their importunity, without any regard to the good of such 
supplicants. Now we appeal to the common sense of 
every one to determine, if such a view doesnot represent 
the Deity in alight, the most insignificent—totally un- 
worthy the name ot that being described as the God f 
the scriptures. 

But for ourown part, we must wholly reject the pop- 
ular view of the design of prayer, while we belie ; 

Deity to be what he is represented in the bible, and what 
the works of nature prove him te be. We believe, he is, 
infinite in power, wisdom, goodness and knowledge—that 
he is ever the same and changes not—that he cannot be 
turned from his purpose by the childish entreaties of 
men, any more, than a parent who loves his children; 
would be persuaded to change his designs, by them, 
merely to gratify some whim of theirs, when he knew 

and designed to do what was for their best good. In our 

















dained; or whether he govern it by a continual 


ther supposition, is entirely in his hands. 
is possible that the first is his plan: he may’ 
have adopted the second: both must be alike ! 
easy to him: but since both were equally in his | 
power, he can have been induced to choose 
the one rather than the other, only because the 
one is better adapted than the other to accom- 
plish the purposes of benevolence: and it seems 
scarcely possible for us not to conclude, that 
these purposes may be better effected by the 
first, therefore that this is the plan which he 
has adopted.’ 

To sum up the whole argument. If of every 
event all the care is not taken, which it is right 
should be taken, the administration of the 
world is imperfect; but the wisdom power and 
goodness which are speat on the minutest and 
the meanest object we can contemplate, neces- 
sarily lead to the conclusion, that their author 
possesses these attributes in a perfect measure 
and since they have been exerted in the pro- 
doction of particular objects, they must be em- 
ployed in the government of the whole. We 
have therefore the most. solid ground to adopt 
the sublime and cheering conclusion, that noth- 
ing can happen without the knowledge and 
permision ef unering wisdom*and perfect good- 





of our dear and virtuous friends they do inces- 


hands, both individually, and as a whole. We believe, - 
he designs, and will do for us all the good we need, and 
that too. before, and independant of our asking him.— 
Our Savior, when giving his disciples directions in re- 
gard to prayer says, after informing them that certain 
persons supposed they should ‘be heard for their much 
speaking,’ “Be not ye therefore like unto them;”—Why? 
“For your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, 
before ye ask him.”—Matt. 6,8. And the apostle tells 
us, God will do, or ‘tis able to do, exceeding, abundantly 
above all that we ask or think.’’—Eph. 3, 20. Now we 
can ask a great deal, and think much more, and yet God 
is able, and we presume no one will deny but that he is’ 
willing to do abundantly more, than we can ask or think, 
Our imagination cannot reach to the glories which God 
is willing to bestow upon us, which we need, and which 
he would know before we could ask,’ even if we were 
capable of asking tor them. 

Hence it will be perceived, that we do not, and cannot 
believe, while we view Jehovah as the intelligent gov- 
ernor of the universe, that he is induced to do any thing, 
because men.ask, or ever so ardently desire it—that we 
must believe, to be consistent with the view we enter- 
tain of the divine character and government, that all the 
affairs of the Universe are governed and directed by him 
—that he sees all thimgs in every possible bearing, and 
directs them to some purposed end, and that that end, is 





ness, and that ail the vast affairsof the uni- 


the best possible one. Hence, there is no occasion for ug 













heavenly Father, we behold a being of infinite goodnes:, 
whom no centingeacy can surprise, superintending Kone 


superintendence of events, every thing, on ei- (universe, and causing every thing to effect, ultimately, 
It the best possible good for the numerous works of his 
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40 wich him to do as we think best, but with confidence 
to resign all to his ‘direction, and endeavour te be recon- 


* ¢iled to the divine will. 


Entertaining these views, we cannot believe, that our 
prayers will induce the Deity todo one thing for us, 
which he will not do without our prayers, Our external 
eircumstancés will remain the same. But, perhapsit 
may be asked, whether we do not believe that any good 

Js to be obtained by our prayers. Most assuredly we do. 
We believe, there is a good which results trom prayer, 
asan effect of the cause, prayer, But we believe, that 
all the change which our prayers effect in our condition, 
is only in our views and feelings; and that this results 
naturally from this exercise, if we pray as the scriptures 
ditect=in faith. If we pray im faith, it draws us nearer 
to out God, and inspires us with confidence in his pre- 
serving care—it allays ithe perturbations of our minds, 
and reconcilesus to the allotments of his providence— 
(spreads over our minds a holy calmness and a religious 


.. have often thought, that the humble christian 
might be compared te a man in a boat, upon the rolling 
_ ocean, with nething with which to reach the shore, but a | 
eable and anchor, which he can throw upon the shore, 
and thus make bi fast to an immoveable ohject—and 
thus prevent mek, oe So with the Christain, he 
ean cast the anchor within the veil, where the 
forerunner has gone, and having the cable of faith at- 
tached to it, he can draw himself nearer to his God and 
Father, not draw God to him. He is immoveable—un- 
changeaable. 


If our hopes are fixed here, and faith holds fast, we 
ean ride out the storms of life in safety, The storms of 
adversity may beat upon us, but they cannot destroy us, 
Sor We are fast to an immoveable object. 

Toenable men to draw themselves into closer union 
with their God and Father, we believe, is all thatfprayer 
effects, all it ever has effected, all it ever will effect, and 
all that it ever was designed to effect. And where is the 
humble Christian, who can desire it to effect more than 
this? Such a person cannot bé found, who is well in- 
as to the characterof God, his designs, and the 
his providence. And'this we think is enough. — 
ught to desire, is, to befully assured, that our 
at the helm of affairs— that he will do all things 

thus to be resighed to beg Resignation to 
of Heaven, is what we sirould all labor for, and 
acquire. And prayer is‘eminently serviceable 
aoe a purpose, as every christian, who is worthy 
thé’ game, well knows. To retire'from the gaze of mor- 
ta the busy scenes of earth, and kneel alone, or 
w companion of our bosom in prayer to our God 

ther,*is one of the edvenly and satisfactory 
employments in which human beings can be engaged.— 
Then,*how, does the spirit of devotion inspire the mind’ 
How does the breast glow with love and gratitude!— 
Then it is that the christian—the humble and practical 
ehristian enjoys a heaven below. This exercise elevates 
the affections of the christian, refines his feelings, quick- 
ens his sensibilities, inspires him with the best of feelings 
towards his fellow men, begets a calm and holy confi- 
dence in the preserving care of Jehovah, makes him the 
Jover and loved of his race, and transforms him into a re- 
al philanthropist—in fine, it is calculated to make us what 
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| HOW IS THIS? 

It is with much attention, that we have read the 
various reports of the state of society—the morality and 
religion of the people in the different sections of our coun- 
try, as recorded in the different orthadox pepers, whieh 
come under-our bbservation. And,it isa fact worthy of 
the deepest consideration, that the places which they 
represent as beigg'in the most deplorable moral condition 
of any in our country, there are but lew believers if any, 
in the final. restoration of all meh to holiness. But on 
the contrary, we learn by their own accounts, that where 
there are the greatest number of believers in this doc- 
trine, morality and refinement most generally pre- 
vail. In the ‘far west’ where it {s well known, that the 
number of believers in the final Restoration are but few, 
they report as being in a most lamentable moral condi- 
tion—vice, immorality and the most daring impiety, ac- 
cording to their accounts, stalk abroad in open day, sanc- 
tioned and applauded by the multitude. ‘Even their 
churches are described, as a vile mass of corruption. — 
Now admitting all that they have said of this portion 
ofour country true, we wish to know how it is, that the 
people are the most refined and moral where the doctrine 
of a final Restoration has the greatest number of advo- 


cates, if it is of so licenicious a tendency as they represent? 


This is a circumstance which we shéuld Ike to have 
them explain, and shew how it happens, that the doc- 
trine they regard as of the most licencious tendency, pre- 
vails the most—has the greatest number of adherents in 
the most moral and refined sections of our country. F. 


Connecticut River Association. 
This body held its first session in Plainfield, N. H. on 
the first and second inst. Br. R. BarTLET, was cho- 
sen Mederator, and Br. W. 8: Bauecn, Clerk’ A con- 
stitution was adopted, by which to regulate the pro- 
ceedings of this Association. Brs. Balch and Moor were 
chosen a visiting committee; the former to visit the soci- 
eties in Sullivan county, the latter, those at the north of 
it. Br. Robert Bartlett was elected to preach the 
occasional sermon, at the next annual meeting of this 
body, and Br. Clark substitute. The delegation cho- 
sen to attend the N. H. Convention, consisted of the fol- 
lowing brethren, viz: C. Keith, Wentworth, R. Morse, 
Rumney, L. Huntington, Lebanon, J.Harris, Plainfield, 
A. Fisher, Claremont, B. Barton, Croydon, D. Farns- 
worth, Washington, P. C. Cambridge, Lempster, J. 
Bowman, Vewport. Sermons were preached on the 
oceasion, by Brs. W. S. Ballou, W. W. Wright, W. 8. 
Balch, J. Moor, and R. Bartlett. We understand, it was 
4. pleasant and interesting meeting. We exceedingly 
regret, that our situation wassuch that we could not 
attend, consistently with our duty te ourselyes and oth- 
ers. F. 
South Carolina Convention of Universalists. 

Agreeable to adjournment, this hody met in Lexington 
District, on Friday, November 16. 1832. Chose Br. Jo- 
srepx Summers, Moderator, and Br. ALLEN FULLER 
Clerk. The session continued thiee days. Two Cler- 
gymen were present. Rrs. A. Fuller, and E. Lynch, 
and eight lay delegates, the representatives of three so- 
cieties, which are all, we believe, that belong to this 
Convention. Among their doings, we find they have 
passed a resolution in favor of the formation of a United 
States Convention, and appointed Brs, A. Fuller, and R. 











God designed, and our natures enable us to b 
Now I appeal to the good sense of every reflecting per- 

on, to determine, whether they, as rational beings, can 
desire more than this—whether they, if they entertain- 
ed such views as these, would do as some have said they 
would, if they entertained them, restrain prayer to God, 
On the contrary, are not such views calculated to induce 
us to often raise our voices in prayer—even pray without 
ceasing? We would ask every reader who is a sincere 

, and humble christian, if prayer is not his lite—if be cul 
tivates a devotional spirit, whether prayer is not mingled 
in. bis every breath—whether, if he is duly sensible of 
the goodness of God, his desires do not ascend to him, and 
his heart glow with love, gratitude and reverence even 
in the midst of the busy throng. 

But, while prayer is designed to effect so much as to 
our present happiness, even enable us to pass our days 
in that peace inspired by a firm confidence in the tender 
mercy of our Father, Ged, and a virtuous life—a con. 
science void of offence, how many thousands there are, 
of those who live in christian lands, who never raise their 
thoughts in prayer to their kind preserver and benefactor. 
Nay, they not only never raise their voices to him in 
prayer, but do not even realize, that it is from him that all 
their blessings flow; or, that they are dependant upon 
him for all things. When we contemplate’the goodness 
of God, as manifested in revelation and the works of na- 


F. Col delegates to represent them in this proposed 
Convention, in person, or by lettér. The t4th resolution 
which appears ia their minutes, is one highly creditable 
to them as a religieus body, and evinces a commendable 
zeal for the religion of Christ, as do all their resolves.— 
We copy it with the hope that it will stir up the pure 
minds of our brethren in these parts. 


‘Resolved, That this Convention recom- 
mend to the societies in connexion with this 
body, that the ordinance of the Communion, or 
Lord’s Supper, be administered in the several 
societies, as often as they shall respectively 
determine, as we recognize it as an express 
command of our Saviour. And why should 
we scruple at complying with an ordinance o 
his, that we believe obligatory on his followers? 

This body has adjourned to meet on the Friday before 
the fourth Sunday in October, 1833, at Bethonba 
Meeting -house, in Laurens District. F. 


Recognition of a Charch. 

A church was established in Fraimingham, Mas. on 
Tuesday§ 25th ult. in connexion with the Universalist 
Society in that'place. Sermon by Br. T. J. Greenwood, 
Pastor of said church and society. The Lord’s Supper 
was celebrated on the occasion, The Editor of the 
Trumpet describes the scene as follows:—**A large num- 
ber joined in the service. Decripid age, and the hoary 








ture, we are surprised at the insensibility of men, and 
wonder at their apparent ingratitude. . 


head mingled with youth. The utmost silence prevail. 


‘and Ohronicle,. 





ed; and the whole conspired to render it one of the most 

interesting scenes of the kind, we ever witnessed.” The 

Society in that town, is\described as being in a united, 

happy and prosperous condition. May the propitious 

smiles of a kind Father, rest upon and bless them. F. 
Can this be true? 

A correspondent of the Gospel Advocate describes a 
singular scene at a recent Academical examination in 
Potsdam, N. Y. If this story is true, which, for the hon- 
dur of religion, we hope, is not, it imprints a foul sfain 
upon the cause to which it was rendered subservieny. 
and upon the religious characters of the individuals con- 
cerned in it. It seems to us, that some religionists now , 
like those of the dark ages, do not hesitate to employ 
any art,no matter how mean or unchristian, provided 
they can obtain funds for their exparte operations—te 
enslave the human mind. When we witness the various 
schemes that are put in operation by the dominant sects 
to enrich themselves, we caonot but notice the striking 
analogy that exists between their proceedings, and these 
of the Roman Catholics some centuries since, when they 
were aspiting to the rank of mistress of the world—seek- 
ing the power, which would enable them to trample even 
kings under their feet—bind mankind, both body and 
mind with the most galling chains of spiritual slavery.— 
Here comes the story, which if it is shown to de false 
upon geod and sufficient authority, or in any way exag- 
gerated, we shall take the utmost pleasure in correcting 
it. F. 

At one of the late examinations in the Pots- 
dam, St. Lawrence Academy, at the close of 
the exercises, the principal instructor remarked 
to the audience, that there were a great variety 
of toys prepared and for sale in the female a- 
partment, the avails of which were to be ap- 
propriated to the support of the. Tract society, 
and gave them all a general and pressing in- 
vitation to call and examine for themselves.— 
Accordingly, by curiosity excited, when the 
audierice was dismissed, a large number of all 
ages and sexes repaired to that apartment te 
witness the singularity and novelty of the ex- 
hibition. While they were there pleasing and 
busying themselves in the examination of the 
various articles exhibited to their view, their 
attention was suddenly arrested and taken off 
from the light merchandize before them bv the 
entrance into the apartment of Miss B., daugh- 
ter of President B., of Middlebury college, and 
principal Preceptress of the Academy, carry- 
ing in her hand a machine, or wheel for telling 
fortunes! ‘Well, my boys,” she exclaimed, 
“the old gipsy has come at last with a bonnet 
on! Who wants to have their fortune tuld?— 
We ask only sixpence apiece—who would not 

ive sixpence to take a look into futurity?— 
But you shall have the privilege of giving as 
much as you please.” 

The novelty of the exhibition, together with 
the high authority by which it was introduced 
immediately had the desired effect; and the 
customers, most of whom were young, with 
ready cheerfulness paid the ctipulated price, 
and took a turn at the wheel. To have their 
fortune told, at once became popular in the 
assembly, inasmuch as the Rev. Mr. C., the 
Partialist minister of the town, was there, 
encouraging the business, by turning the 
wheel! 








New Publication. 

By the politeness of the Author, we have received.a 
12 mo. pamphlet, containing 102 pages, with the follow- 
ing singular title: — The latest news from three worlds, 
Earth, Heaven and hell, as reported at a four days 
meeting in Shirly, Mss. in lettersto eight Calvanistic 
Ministers. By R. Streeter.” The object of this work 
is to expose the discrepancy in the preaching of the 
different Clergymen, whoofficiated on that occasion, to 
gather with its inconsistency with reason,scripture and e- 
ven their own creed, and the impieties practised on such 
oecasions, which he does in a plain and lucid manner. 
The author proposes some pungent question to these 
gentlemen, which we should suppose would not be very 
palateable, and in his exhibitions of their performances. 
he presents some of them in no very enviable light. We 
think those clergymen must blush most deeply, to see 
such trash as composed some parts of their sermons, as 
reported by the author of this pamphlet, spread before 
the public in black and white, woless they are past feel- 
ing. We shall hereafter present our readers with a few 
extracts, that they may judge for themselves of its mer. 





te. F. 




















POETKY, 


© "Phe Children’s Voice. 
The following beautitul lines are extracted from the 
Pearl for 1882, written by Mrs. Gilman, of Charleston, 
a. C. 








JOHN, 
T mean to be a soldier, + 
With uniform quite new, 
I wish they'd let me have a drum, 
And be a Captain too; 
1 would go amid the battle, 
With my broad sword in hand, 
. And hear toe cannon rattle, 
And the music all so grand. 
MOTHER. 
My son!, my son! what if that sword 
hould strike a noble heart, 
And bid some loving tather 
From his little ones depart? 
What comlort would your waving plumes 
- And brilhant dress bestow; 
When you thought upon his widow’s tears, 
And orphan’s ery of woe? 
WILLIAM. 
1 mean to be a President, 
And vule each rising state, 
And hold.my levees once a week, 
For all the gay and great; 
I'll be a king except a crown, 
For thit they wont allow, 
And [ll find out'what a Tariff is, 
That puzzles me so now, 
, MOTHER. 
My son! my son! the cares of State 
Are thorns upon the breast; 
That evet pieree the goodman’s heart; 
And rob him from his rest, 
The great and gay to. him appear 
As trifling as the dust, 
For he knows how little they are worth, 
How faithless is’ their trust. 


LOUISA. 
I mean to be a cottage girl, 
And sit bebind a_rill, 
And morn and eve my pitcher there 
With purest water it: 
And Pil train'a lovely woodbine, 
Around my cottage door, 

And welcome to my winter hearth 
The wandering and the poor, 
MOTHER: 

Louisa, dear, a humble mind 
Tis beautitul to see; 

And you never shall.hear a-word 
To check that mind from me; 
But ah! remember pride may dwell 
Beneath the woodbine’s shade; 

And discontent, a sullen guest, 
The cottage hearth invade. 
. CAROLINE. 
I'll be gay and courtly, 
And dance away the hours; 
Music arid sport and joy shall dwell 
Beneath my fairy bowers; 
No heart shall ache with. sadness 
Within my laughing hall; 
But the note of love and gladness 
Re-echo to my call. 
MOTHER. 
Oh, children! sad it makes my soul 
To hear your playful strain; 
Cannot bear to chill your youth 
W ith images of pain, 

Yet humbly take what God bestews, - 
And like his own fair flowers, 
Look up in sunshine witha smile, 

Aad gently bend in showers. 
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AFRICAN AND INDIAN CHARACTER. 

There can be no better illustration than the 
territory of the Niver furnishes, of the extraordi- 
sary influetence which soil, climate and « ‘her 
external circumstances have sooner or later, upon 
tive social and civil character ofa people. These 
Africans have had, most of them, no intercourse 
with envilized nations, und none of them so much 
as almost all our American Indians. If not 
inferior, they are superior to that race in native 
intellect; and as to their habits of thinkimg, at is 
universally characterestick of them that they act 
altogether from impuls, whereas the Indian is 
quite as remarkable for acting altogether from‘ 
prisciple. But setting aside the original differ- 
eace of genius and the original causes of them, 
whatever they may be, what @ contrast is there is 











tions between thet..o! In many respects, indeed 
the same causes have led to the same customs. 
The African cowrie is almost ientical, as a 
coine with the «Fadian wampum. The medical 
art of beth consists alike of roots, bathing, ' blis- 
tering and charms. The extreme ignorance and 
credulity of both are equally imposed on by the: 
nvtlam and the po wah, with all their: varietres 
of grimace, disguise, feigned madiiess, real impus" 
dence and legredemain: Botti paint, ‘sacrifice,’ 
boild and ase canoes, torture; feast ‘fat, os 
themselves suber, when compelled, and get drunk’ 
when they can. Bot infaluidst all those matters, 
which indicate the gradual advance from ‘perfect’ 
savagery to barbarism, and from barbarism, to 
civilization, the'talkative thoughtless, yam-eating 
sitignine Africans have exceedingly the vantage- | 
ground of our intelligent fellow countrymaf in 
the back woods, with all their demureness, digni- 
ty atid deliberation. “The latter; whtil after 4 
long intercourse with foreigners, knew litle oF 


| nothing of the usefull metals: using calin shells | 
'| for Knives, barke for baskets, stone for weapons; 


and even fitting the slow-wrought tomahawk 
with its handle by hanging it upon the’ green 
branch and waiting for a growth suf cient for 
the aperture, at the very time when they were 
trampling under foot the scarce covered iron of 
Pennsylvania and the gold of Carolina.—They 
i:ad and still have,with few exceptioits no domes- 
tic anrmals bntthe dog. They wore skins and 
furs’ for clothing: and went but half clad at_ the 
best, under one ofthe severest climates on earth, 
North of Mexico they have no cities—no towns 
north of the Cherokees—no markets, no schools, 
no division of labour, no diversity of rauks but 
such as the most radical democracy ‘chovse to 
create, and mainly no arts but those absolutely 
indespensable to subsistence and simple attack 
aud defence. 


We look for. the explanation. of these things 
in astern sky and a sterile soile-—The, earth 
produces but little spontaneously, aud pays but a 
small bounty on a difficult and tedious cultivation. 
The, savage therefore, always indulent, leaves 
the drudgery of his pitifull agriculture to. women, 
and lives by fishing aod hunting, whichhave at 
least the charm of adventure. But, to subsist thus, 
he nvust havea broad range of woods.and waters; 
especially where the game is very wild and rath- 
er searce. Population is scattered, perhaps in 
the ratio of an individual. to asquare mile,..So- 
ciety is broken’ up. ‘Tribes must be small. 
Each, in his solitude, must be independant ofev- 
ery other ; and after all, suchcircumstances will 
only soon give him a sullen, suspicious, | selfish 
character, bat will really leave him) but very 
little leisure, and much less inducement to. use 
the little he hasto any considerable purpose. 
As to arts, his skins and furs are the’best as well 
as the cheapest clothing iu his climate, and for 
other luxuries, what time has he: to conceive or 
contrive them, and what inducement to be so if 
he could 1 He builds, hunts, eets, fights, and 
sleeps: he bas followed his instinet and gratified 
his appetites; no man has heard hiny compiain, 
or seen hin) weep or wince under suffering ; and 
this is enough—‘t is good’—he dies and is for- 
gotton. 

The African ie not so satisfied, and has reason 
notto be so. The earth, air, sea, streains, and 
woods around and beneath, pour out 'to’bim an 
easy and healthy subsistence at his very door. 
He needs little or no vesture or shelter.’ Of 
course, he has Jeisure enough to desire mure, just 
in proportion as he demands less —Good living 
and good health, an! genial skies stimuhite the 
animal spirits; and a crowded pepulation, iu the 
same circumstances and with the same sanguine 
and sociable disposition ashimeelf, furnishes all 
the opportuni.y of excitement which his passions 
and whims may suggest. Restlessness, avarice 
ambition, vanity natural affection, affability, all 
spring Up, and must be gratified. People throng 
together in towns and cities, and at fairs and fes- 
tivals inthe country.—Distinetions of .rauk arise 
from distinctions of wealth. The arts are en- 
couraged by all these circumstamces together, 
and by the liveliness to which they all rouse the 





faculties.of invention. The African has no waits 





He dresses, dances, sings, sports an elegant ca, 


twice a week, drinks too much .palm,wire as of- 
ten, lies down to sleep in the shade, and wakes 


noasense, from his cradleste-his grave- - 

North American Review. 
“ Scraps.—*A clergyman in. the West. hearing 
that a farmer. in she village had perished by 
lightning, cried with extucy and. uplifted handsy. 
“The Lord will de glorified in all, bis doings: this 
man, (said be) was ap unchangable Anabaptist, 
and could not be brought into the way of salya- 
tion. Whither he is,gone, Ido not say; but f 
would not follow, him, for;the empire of the 
Globe.” He searce had finished this pious un- 
charitable rant, before he was told, that Symp-. 
sons, the parish clerk, a zealous churchman, had. 
fallen,,even asthe; farmer had fallen, close we 
hisside, and. by the same .stroke—* The Lord 
ziveth, said, the. good doctor, and ‘the Lord. | 
taketh away, blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
This gloomy bigot and partyyman, treated the: 
great Sovereign of universal pature, like a party 
man—narrow and prejudiced as himself’ He 
presomed to apply everlasting mercy, and ever 
lasting wrath, just according to the measure of 
his.own peerishness and partiality ? 








‘An idle romping schoolboy trod upon his 
grandmother's toe, and put a capital corn inloa 
riging fit. The old woman Jost all temper, and. 
in a fary as bitter as her pain, told him “that 
the Lord would requite him.” The lud in inf- 
nite confusion and affright, had recourse to his, 
heels, and sprang dowy stairs in such.a hurry, 
that he fell and broke his leg. “Vid not I tell, 
you so, sirrah 1” says his grandmother, falling 
into a fresh passion with him for his misfortune. 

She, however, prayed the Almighty tu forgive 
the poor child, and to correct him no furthers, 
“for that she had forgiven him.’ ” 


High Mass For the Sou! —We understand 
that a Mazh Mass will be performed at ten o’clock 
to-momorrow moriiing, in the Roman Church 
of St. John’s, for the repose of the soul of thé 
venerable Charles Carrol of Carrollton. A fa- 
neral oration will be pronounced.” 


Balt. Repulican.™ 


te 

Conveyance and Travelling by Steam.—The 
Committee of the House of Commons, which 
sat last Session on Steam Travelling and Con- 
veyance by Steam, conclude their report by the 
following summary of propositions, of the truth 
of which they state that they have received am- 
ple evidence: 

1. That carriages can be propelled by steam 
on common roads at an average rate of ten miles 
er hour. ; 

2. That at this rate they have conveyed up- 
wards of fourteen passengers, 5 

3. That their weight, including engine, fuel, 
water, and. attendants, may be under three. 
tons. 

4, That they can ascend and descend hills 
of eonsiderable inclination with facility and 
safety. . 

5, That they are perfectly safe for passes- 
gers. 

6. That they are not (or need not be),. if 
properly eonstructed, nuisance to the publie, 

7. That they will, become a: speedier aad 
cheaper mode of conveyance than carriages 
drawn by horses on turnpike roads. 

8. That, as they admit of greater breadth of 
tire than other carriages, and as the roatis aré 
not acted on so injuriously as by the feet of 
the horses in common draught, such carriages 
will cause less wear of roads than coac 
drawn by horses. 











It is expected that several Christian Preach- 
ers will attend a meeting at the Brick Meeting 
house in this Village on the third Saturday aud 
Sabbath in this month, commencing at 1 o’cloek 
P. M. on Saturday. 





JASPER HAZEN. 
Jan. 10, 1833. ; 
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